
Talk to your builder about... 
A sustainable, healthy and efficient home 

Using 

permeable 

materials in 

landscaping 

Using split 

level or pole 

frame 

homes for 

sloping sites 

Locating air 

conditioning 

units to avoid 

noise issues to 

neighbours 

Energy 

efficient 

heating and 

cooling 

Security and 

insect 

screens so 

windows 

can be kept 

open 

Water 

efficient 

tapware 

Reused and 

recycled 

materials 

Appliances 

with high 

water and 

energy star 

ratings 

Wood 

products 

stained with 

natural 

treatments 

Ventilating 

rangehoods 

for good 

indoor air 

quality 

Optimising 

natural light 

in the 

kitchen 
Low 

emission 

paints, 

adhesives 

and floor 

coverings 

Plumbing to 

allow 

greywater 

reuse 

Materials 

with good 

thermal 

mass 

properties 

Outdoor 

drying 

space 

Insulation with 

a high “R” 

value for 

comfortable 

temperatures 

Alternative 

energy 

sources, 

e.g. solar 

panels 

Using light 

colours to 

minimise 

heat island 

effect 

Greenhouse 

gas efficient 

hot water 

systems 

Planting 

drought 

tolerant 

species 

Plumbing 

your 

rainwater 

tank to 

toilets, 

gardens and 

laundry 



A layout that provides a comfortable indoor environment 

 

Locating 

windows and 

doors opposite 

each other to 

encourage cross 

ventilation 

 

Grouping living 

areas together 

on the north side 

Avoiding placing 

garages, carports 

and sheds on the 

northern side of 

your home 

Avoiding a 

westerly aspect 

for bedrooms 

Shading western 

walls to minimise 

summer heat 

gain 

Minimising 

glazed areas on 

the western side 

to reduce 

summer heat 

gain 

Talk to your builder about... 


